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ADDITIONAL LETTERS OF NEGRO MIGRANTS OF 

1916-19181 



LETTERS STATING THAT WAGES RECEIVED ARE NOT 

SATISFACTORY 

Brookhaven, Miss., April 24, 1917. 

Gents: The cane growers of Louisiana have stopped the exodus 
from New Orleans, claiming shortage of labor which will result in. 
a sugar famine. 

Now these laborers thus employed receive only 85 cents a day 
and the high cost of living makes it a serious question to live. 

There is a great many race people around here who desires to 
come north but have waited rather late to avoid car fare, which 
they have not got. isnt there some way to get the concerns who 
wants labor, to send passes here or elsewhere so they can come even 
if they have to pay out of the first months wages? Please dont 
publish this letter but do what you can towards helping them to 
get away. If the R. R. Co. would run a low rate excursion they 
could leave that way. Please ans. 

Jacksonville, Fla., April 4, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I have been taking defender for sevel months and I 
have seen that there is lots good work in that section and I want to 
say as you are the editor of that paper I wish that you would let 
me know if there is any wheare up there that I can get in with an 
intucion that I may get my wife and my silf from down hear and 
can bring just as miney more as he want we are suffing hear all 
the work is giveing to poor white peples and we can not get any- 
thing to doe at all I will go to Pennsylvania or n y state or N J 
or 111. or any wheare that I can surport my wife I am past master 
of son of light in Mass. large Royal arch and is in good standing 
all so the good Saneer large no. 18. I need helpe my wife cant get 

1 These letters were collected trader the direction of Mr. Emmett J. Scott. 
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any thing to due eather can I so please if you can see any body up 
there that want hands let me no at once I can get all they need and 
it will alow me to get my wife away from down hear so please 
remember and ans. I will apreshate it. 

Looking for ans at once. Please let me no some thing thease 
crackers is birds in south 

Nashville, Tenn., April 22, 1917. 

Sir: I am in Nashville and I have a job but is not satisfied vnth 
the money that I am getting for my work and I ask of you to 
please give me a good job working any place I am a expirence fire 
man and all so some expirence in engineer and please answer soon 
and let me know what you can find for me to do. 

ALEXAN'DELi., La., June 6, 1917. 
Dear Sirs: I am writeing to you all asking a favor of you all. I 
am a girl of seventeen. School has just closed I have been going 
to school for nine months and I now feel like I aught to go to work. 
And I would like very very well for you all to please forward me to 
a good job. but there isnt a thing here for me to do, the wages 
here is from a dollar and a half a week. What could I earn Noth- 
ing. I have a mother and father my father do all he can for me 
but it is so hard. A child with any respect about her self or his 
self wouldnt like to see there mother and father work so hard 
and earn nothing I feel it my duty to help. I would like for you 
all to get me a good job and as I havent any money to come on 
please send me a pass and I would work and pay every cent of it 
back and get me a good quite place to stay. My father have been 
getting the defender for three or four months but for the last two 
weeks we have failed to get it. I dont know why. I am tired of 

down hear in this / I am afraid to say. Father seem to care 

and then again dont seem to but Mother and I am tired tired of all 
of this I wrote to you all because I believe you will help I need 
your help hopeing to here from you all very soon. 

Atlanta, Ga., April 29, 1917. 
Sir; I am a young man 25 years of age. I desire to get in some 
place where I can earn more for my labor than I do now, which is 
$1.25 per day. I do not master no trade but I have finished a 
correspondence course with the practical auto school of New York 
City and with a little experience I would make a competent auto- 
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mobile man, but I do not ask for your assistance on this line of 
business only. I am willing to do anything for better wages. 

P.S. I would like if you knows if there is an auto school any 
where where colored men can go to and learn the automobile in- 
dustry to give me their address. 

Jacksonville, Fla., April 30, 1917. 
Kind sir: In reading the Chicago Defender I saw where laborers 
are wanted and of course not knowing whether you would send 
transportation this far or not I would like a good job in the north 
where I can earn more for my labor and would like for you to help 
me out if you would. I am now working at the Clyde Line and 
they are cutting off help every day of course I dont know about this 
moulding work but am very quick to learn any thing most any kind 
of work for a laboring man, dont play on the job. all I ask of you is 
a trial, willing and ready to go to work any time I hear from you. 
Please ans soon, willing to Detroit Michigan or any part of the 
north. 

Sirs: I am writing to find out if there is any way that you could 
find me a job. I would be very glad for you to do so and I will see 
that you wont loose nothing if I can get the job. work no good 
here for a black man. And I want to leave this place. But I can- 
not make the money to leave on and I hope you will do all you can 
in the way of helping me to secure a job and I hope you will let me 
here from you in short. 

Wilmington, N. C, May 4, 1917. 

Dear Sir: Wright a fiew words for work i ask to hand this 

editor to read we are work mens wont to work but wages is so little 

we cant get out we wont to leave the south and work. Pleas wright 

let me know 10 mens able body men will stick to work we well come. 

Dallas, Tex., April 30, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I read your advertisement in the Chicago Defender 
and having been unable to find work here I want a chance of this 
kind also a friend of mine, we are both willing to work. Tell me 
how soon you can send and how many you are willing to send for. 
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Augusta, Ga., 5-28-17. 

Oentlemens : In reading the defender the paper of our race the 
numorous wanted of labor in your state I would like make some of 
the good pay for God knows we need it in Augusta. Gentlemens I 
made very effort to come out in Illinois or some other place where 
I can live deason. I have payed as much as too dollars & that I 
cant get away from here, we can scarcely live in Augusta not 
say anything about debt. I wish you gentlemens would asist me in 
getting away from here not only my self but some friends or send 
an agent threw here I mean agent not some so call agent — or if you 
gentlemens see I get a transportation I am real in what I am saying 
any kind that a living in. I am twenty years exspierince in yellow 
pine lumber willing to do any thing else that pays gentlemens 
answer at once. I like to come now to get settled by winter. 

Pensacola, Pla., April 23, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I saw your advice in the Chicago Defender I thought 
to Wright for farther in fermashion I would be glad to now how I 
can get ther I am a labom man want to get where work is plentiful 
& good wedges i want to get in a Christian nise place i have a good 
family and car for them I want to come up there to see the place & 
then latter on send for family can u send for me or describe me to 
some one who will send for me. 

St. Louis, April 28, 1917. 
Dear Gentlemens: I have been advise through the columns of 
the Chicago Defender to get in connection with you as they claim 
that you are in position to look after colored labor and help I am 
anxious to get a study position in some small villiage or town near 
Chicago. I am from Alabama and dont believe in loafing I am 
now employed at a firm as porter, packer, asst. shipping clerk but I 
cant live on the pay. I am to go to Detroit next Saturday but if I 
can hear from you I would rother take your advise. Please let me 
hear from you. I was intending to go by Chicago and call on you 
but I thought it wise to write because here in St. Louis they dont 
like to see a man idle. 

Dear sir: I am a reader of the Chicago Defender and enjoy it 
very much. I saw in todays defender where labor was wanter 
transportation advanced from Chicago. Now I have a good steady 
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position where I have been working for three years with the Amer- 
ican Sugar refinery but I would like to make a change I know that 
I can better my condition where I work it 12 hours. Therefore I 
would welcome the 8 hours with pleasure. Please send me full in- 
formation. I would like to get a transportation for my self and 
son 16 years of age. I will enclose self address envelope for a reply 
at once. 

New Oeleans, La., 4/30/17. 

Sir: In reading the Chicago paper we find advertisement ask- 
ing for labor men. I am a man of family and would like very 
much to come to this kind of job but having a wife and five chil- 
dren to support eouldnt very well leave on a railroad pass as I hate 
to leave my family behind without support for at one dollar and 
seventy five cents per day I eouldnt do very much in a short while. 
Now will you please inform me of this transportation that is ad- 
vertised. I am a colored man weighs about 160 pounds and forty 
nine years old. Please write me full particulars at this address. 

CoLUNS, Miss., April 7, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I saw where you needed labor and I am a hard work- 
ing man but I cant make above a living here and hardly that and 
so if you can a«ist me your kindness will never be forgotten. I 
shall look to hear from you by return mail. 

Gbeenviu^, S. C, April 29, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I would like for you to write me and tell me how is 
time up there and jobs is to get. I would like for you to get me a 
job and my wife. She is a no. 1 good cook, maid, nurse job I am a 
fireing boiler, steame fitter and experiences mechencs helpe and will 
do laboring work if you can not get me one ofE those jobs above that 
i can do. I have work in a foundry as a molder helper and has lots 
of experense at that. I am 27 yrs of age. If you can get me job I 
would like for you to do so please and let me no and will pay for 
trouble, looking to hear from you wright away please if you new 
off any firm that needs a man give them my address please I wont 
to get out of the south where I can demand something for my work. 
I will close. 
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LuTCHEB, La., May 13, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I have been reading the Chicago defender and seeing 
so many advertisements about the work in the north I thought to 
write you concerning my condition. I am working hard in the 
south and can hardly earn a living. I have a wife and one child 
and can hardly feed them. I thought to write and ask you for 
some information concerning how to get a pass for myself and 
family. I dont want to leave my family behind as I cant hardly 
make a living for them right here with them and I know they 
would fare hard if I would leave them. If there are any agents in 
the south there havent been any of them to Lutcher if they would 
come here they would get at least fifty men. Please sir let me hear 
from you as quick as possible. Now this is all. Please dont publish 
my letter, I was out in town today talking to some of the men and 
they say if they could get passes that 30 or 40 of them would come. 
But they havent got the money and they dont know how to come. 
But they are good strong and able working men. If you will in- 
struct me I will instruct the other men how to come as they all 
want to work. Please dont publish this because we have to whisper 
this around among our selves because the white folks are angry now 
because the negroes are going north. 

Winston, N. C, May 17, 1917. 
Bear Friend: a little information i am asking concerning work 
i am a stranger to you and you is one to me but i saw your optunity 
to the colorred people of the south as i am a reader of the Defender 
and all so the new York age to i seen Sunday that you is wanting 
labers i wants to come up there i am working eavery day but wedges 
is cheap don her i am a firman and cannot make a living hardly 
and am married man too. if you can secure me a job and send me 
past for me and a nother friend he is married no children i would 
like to lern how to do molding as the colorred man is bared of from 
that kind of work in the south. 

JacksonvhjLE, Pla., May 18, 1917. 

Sir: this is John . will you please get me a job as I have 

had bad luck an it left me in pour shape I am a molder and ma- 
chinists but I will work as helpe a while jest I an wife sen trans- 
pertation for two I an wife. 
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jACKSONvnJLE, Pi/A., May 5, 1917. 
Dear Sir: Kindly inform me by return mail are there any fac- 
tories or concerns employing colored laborers, skilled or unskilled, 
the south is ringing with news from Chicago telling of the wonder- 
ful openings for colored people, and I am asking you to find the 
correct information whether I coidd get employment there or not. 
Please find postage enclosed for immediate reply. 

Charleston, S. C, April 29, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I saw your add in the Chicago Defender where you 
wanted laborers and I taught that this would be a grand oppo- 
tunity for me to better my present conditions so I taught I would 
write you and ask you would you be kind enough as to give me a 
job dear sir. I am a single man and would be willing to do any 
kind of work, dear sir would you be kind enough as to forward me 
a transportation and I would come write away so please do the 
best you can for me. There is but little down here to be gotten 
dear sir will you kindly grant me that favor. Hopeing to receive 
a favorable answer. 

Gekenwood, S. C, May 8, 1917. 

Dear Friend: I saw in the Chicago Defender where you waned 
labor, pleas send pass for as many men as you can are let me know 
-what I must do to get one by return mail because I wont to leave 
ithe south and go north where you get a better chance. So please 
answer at once. 

Sumter, S. C, May 12, 1917. 

Dear Sir: Could you get me a job in the Tin Plate Factory 

at , Pa. a job for (3) three also a pass from here for (3) I 

am a comon laborer and the other are the same. If you could we 
will be ever so much ablige and will comply with your advertise- 
ment. If you cant get a job just where we wish to go we will thank 
you for a good job any where in the state of Pa. or Ohio. I am in 
my 50 the others are my sons just in the bloom of life and I would 
wish that you could find a place where we can make a living and I 
also wish that you could find a place where we all three can be 
together. If you will send us a pass we will come just as soon as I 
receive it. If you find a place that you can send us please let us 
hear what the job will pay. Nothing more. I am yours respect- 
fully. 



Documents 419 

Cakeieb, Miss., May 1, 1917. 
Please sir will you please send me transportation for me and 
my wife I am willing to work anywhere you put me at the rate I 
am going it would take me from now until Cristmas to feed myself 
and get money enough to come with. Wages is so low and grocery 
is so high untill all I can do is to live. Please answer soon to. 

Newbern, Ala., 5-21-1917. 

My dear Sir: Your letter of the 11th inst. to hand and contents 
noted. In reply I wish to thank you for the kind offer relative to 
the laides. We shall leave for New York on or before June 20th; 
I desire to know if it be possible to secure our transportation fare 
from the parties to whom they shall work? Owing to conditions 
(here) in the south one is hardly able to eke out an existence on 
the paltry salaries allowed by our white friends; therefore we need 
help. If you can comply with our request, we shall be very grate- 
ful to you ; & I wish to say in advance that you will not have cause 
to regret for whatever the charges may be we shall pay them will- 
ingly. I shall furnish the best references as to character. 

Now, if it be possible for us to secure our transportation, we 
could leave here on or before the 5th of June. We prefer coming 
by water as it is cheaper. I trust that I have made myself plain 
and that you will see your way clear to serve us. 

Newbern, AiiA., 4/7/1917. 
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of a letter from of 



in regards to placing two young women of our community in posi- 
tions in the North or West, as he was unable to give the above as^ 
sistance he enclosed your address. We desire to know if you are 
in a position to put us in touch with any reliable firm or private 
family that desire to employ two young women ; one is a teacher in 
the public school of this county, and has been for the past six years 
having duties of a mother and sister to care for she is forced to 
seek employment else where as labor is very cheap here. The other 
is a high school pupil, is capable of during the work of a private 
family with much credit. 

Doubtless you have learned of the great exodus of our people 
to the north and west from this and other southern states. I wi^ 
to say that we are forced to go when one things of a grown man 
wages is only fifty to seventy five cents per day for all grades of 
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work. He is compelled to go where there is better wages and 
sociable conditions, believe me. When I say that many places here 
in this state the only thing that the black man gets is a peck of 
meal and from three to four lbs. of bacon per week, and he is 
treated as a slave. As leaders we are powerless for we dare not 
resent such or to show even the slightest disapproval. Only a few 
days ago more than 1000 people left here for the north and west. 
They cannot stay here. The white man is saying that you must not 
go but they are not doing anything by way of assisting the black 
man to stay. As a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
(north) I am on the verge of starvation simply because of the above 
conditions. I shall be glad to know if there is any possible way by 
which I could be of real service to you as director of your society. 
Thanking you in advance for an early reply, and for any sugges- 
tions that you may be able to oflfer. 

With best wishes for your success, I remain, 

very sincerely yours. 

Bkewsteb, Ala., Jan. 6, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I am writing you enregards if work in the north I 
would like to came in tureh with some of the leading men that wants 
colerd laborer and what about transportation there is a good deal 
of peple here wanting jobs. 

Teot, Ala., 3-24-17. 

Dear Sir: I received you of Feb. 17 and was very delighted to 
hear from you in regards of the matter in which I writen you about. 
I am very anxious to get to Chicago and realy believe that if I 
was there I would very soom be working on the position in which 
1 writen you about. Now you can just imagine how it is with the 
colored man in the south. I am more than anxious to go to Chicago 
but have not got the necessary fund in which to pay my way and 
these southern white peoples are not paying a man enough for his 
work down here to save up enough money to leave here with. Now 
I am asking you for a helping hand in which to assist me in getting 
to Chicago. I know you can do so if you only will. 

Hoping to hear from you at an early date and looking for a 
helping hand and also any information you choose to inform me of, 

I remain as ever yours truly. 
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Columbia, S. C, Dec. 1, 1917. 
Dear Ser: I am out of work and was inform to write you all 
about work in the north I am a labor and is willing to work any 
where. I am in need of work very bad let me here from you at once. 

CHABiiESTON, S. C, April 27, 1917. 

Dear Sir: i was told by Mr. to rite you for one of 

cards as he say you got a lot of work to do in a brick yard and i am 
a hard working man i want to work and will work at any thing that 
pays so i rite to you for one of your blank so i can fill it out i dont 
care how soon i can get there and go to work there is no work here 
that pays a man to stay here so please send blank as soon as you 
can. Hoping to here from you soon. 

Savannah, Ga., April 29, 1917. 
Dear sir: I receive your letter and glad to hear from you, the 
reason why i wanted to come up there is for more wages, i am a 
man with family and works hard, but dont get sufficient wages to 
supoprt my family, i does any kind of ordinary hard work such 
as farming or teamster or most anything, i would like to no what 
kind of work you got up there to do as i fell satisfied that i could 
please you, and also state your price that you pay, and if this ap- 
plication is satisfactory why ans and i am willing to come right way. 

Dear Sir: After reading a very interesting letter of Miss , 

it affords me great interest to ask you for some information in re- 
gards to employment in Connecticut and to eliminate some writing 
and get the right understanding. I will ask you to please furnish 
me with an application form and in the mean time I may receive 
all information that you may give. Also please if you cannot get 
me employment in Connecticut, write me if there are any openings 
in New Jersey or New York. I am very anxious to leave the south 
as there are no chances of jobs here worth while. I have a recom- 
mendation as machine helper which I can send if required. 

Hoping to have an interview as early as possible. 

Savannah, Ga., May 1, 1917. 
Dear Sir: In seeing your advertisement in reference to secur- 
ing a position for those desiring, I decided to take advantage of 
this opportunity as I desire better wages to meet the present high 
cost of living. 
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Hoping to hear from you at once in reference to the above 
request. 

Fort Gajnbs, Ga., Oct. 9, 1916. 

Dear Sir: Eeplying to your letter dates Oct. 6th the situation 
here is this : Heavy rains and Boll weavel has caused a loss of about 
9,000 bales of cotton which together with seed at the prevailing 
high prices would have brought $900,000.00 the average crop here 
being 11,000 bales, but this years' crop was exceptionally fine and 
abundant and promised good yeald until the two calamities hit us. 

Now the farmer is going to see that his personal losses are 
minimised as far as possible and this has left the average farm 
laborer with nothing to start out with to make a crop for next 
year, nobody wants to carry him till next fall, he might make 
peanuts and might not, so taking it alround, he wants to migrate to 
where he can see a chance to get work. 

I have carpenters, one brick mason, blacksmith, etc., wanting to 
leave here, can send you their names if definate proposition is held 
out. 

Houston, Tex., 2-25-17. 

Dear Sir: Would you please to be so kind to advise us on what 
condition to get in tuch with some club on micration movement we 
have 1000 of idle people here and good working people would be 
trully glad to except of that good oppertunity of coming north 
and work. Now please give us the full detales of the movingment 
so we can get to gether now please advise right away of the main 
headquarters of the club for we are ready for business just as soon 
as we can get a understanding from the main club for we have lots 
of people in Tex. want to no direct about it and want to go. We 
take your paper in this citey and your paper was all we had to go 
by so we are depending on you for farther advise. Dear editor you 
muss excuse our bad letter for we rote it in a hurry. 

KE.VTCHIE, La., 12/8/16. 

Dear Sir: I have been reading in the Union-Review and other 
papers about the work of your department and I am writing to you 
for some information. I would like to know about general condi- 
tions, as to wages, cost of living, living conditions etc. 

Also as to persons of color adopting themselves to the northern 
climate, having been reared in the south. This information would 



Documents 423 

be much appreciated and would be also of much interest to not 
only the writer of this letter but to many more. Many books 
would be written dealing with conditions here in regard to the 
Negro. Compared with other things to which we have almost be- 
come resigned, the high cost of living coupled with unreasonably 
low wages is of greatest concern. We have learned to combat with 
more or less success other conditions, but thousands of us can bearly 
keep body and soul together with wages 60, 75 and $1.00 and meat 
at 19, flour $10 and $12 per bbl and everything else according. 

Live Oak, Fla., Feb. 12, 1917. 
Dare Sire: Replying to youse some times ago were reseav an 
was glad to here from you so please let me no how is bisness up 
nourth and cod I get a job as I wont to go nourth as we dont get 
half pay for our wourk down here so please let me here from you 
an can I get a persistion in youre city. 

Savannah, Ga., May 1, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I write you to let you know that I am out of employ- 
ment as jobs are very hard to find down here and I would like to 
have a job in your firm in N. Y. as I have relatives there I can 
pack tobacco and I would like very much to work in your firm in 
N. Y. or Conn, and I would like for you to send me a ticket as soon 
as possible. 

Little Rock, Ark., 5/2/17. 

Der Sir: It affordes me much pleasure to write to you a few 
lines in regardes of a posision sir i were reared in the state of ill. 
your home state, but have been here for eight years working as a 
helper in a blacksmith shop and have been taking the Defender 
regular for a long time so i have decided to come back to my home 
state once more where i can get better pay so o will ask you to 
please help me in getting a good job. i wont to learn the molders 
trade or some good trade that i can make more than i am making 
here, i am a Christian and have been for 20 years, am a member 
of the first Baptist Church here an a member of the United 
Brethren of Odd Fellows and is in good standing, now please 
assist me just as soon as possible i am ready to come up just as 
soon as i get a hearing from you. Please look after it for me at 
once if you can not get me a job in your town, I will go anny place 
you send me. 
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Jackson, Miss., April 20, 1917. 
Sir: i wants to know do yo want somme famlis to move up 
their if you do rite and let me no at once and i will get yo some at 
once to come up their to work for you if you do rite an let me no 
at once and i will get them, now write an let me no at once send 
me work an i will try to bill your wont if you will aide me to get 
them up their i can get all that yo wont here to come up their and 
will come if they had any way to comt i wont to come but the times 
is so harde that i cant make the money to come on i want to move 
up their at once if i hade some way to come i wod come at once. 

CHABiiESTON, S. C, April 29, 1917. 

dear sir: I found your address by Mr. kindness. I 

wrote him a letter concerning of a just a half of chance and any 
kind of a job will do just so I am out of this part of the country. 
Now here is my lines of work. I am a first class clothes cleaner 
and presser, can operate any kind of clothes pressing machine. I 
have got reference to show that I am good in that line from Mr. 

, a member of our city. I am a waiter european or american, 

alicout or short order, and I am bell hop and knows the rules of a 
hotel. I am lawfully married and has no children. My wife and 
myself are both from Augusta, Ga. but I am working down here 
but I dont like it, I am just barely making a living and thats all. 
Now my wife can work too. She can cook, nurse and do house 
work, I simply make a distintion about ray home being in Augusta 
Ga for this reason, some Charlestonians speaks such bad language. 
Now please do the best you can for me and let me hear from you 
as soon as possible and let me know your terms. I am ready. 
Good-by. 

Hawkinsville, Ga., Apr. 16, 1917. 
My dear friends: I writen you some time ago and never received 
any answer at all. I just was thinking why that I have not. I 
writen you for employ on a farm or any kind of work that you can 
give me to do I am willing to do most any thing that you want me 
to so dear friends if you just pleas send ticket for me I will come 
up thear just as soon as I receives it I want to come to the north 
so bad tell I really dont no what to do. I am a good worker a 
young boy age of .23. The reason why I want to come north is 
why that the people dont pay enough for the labor that a man can 
do down here so please let me no what can you do for me just as 
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soon as you can I will pay you for the ticket and all so enything on 
your money that you put in the ticket for me, and send any kind 
of contrak that you send me. 

Houston, Tex., 4-29-17. 

Dear Sir: I am a constant reader of the "Chicago Defender" 
and in your last issue I saw a want ad that appealed to me. I am a 
Negro, age 37, and am an all round foundry man. I am a cone 
maker by trade having had about 10 years experience at the buis- 
ness, and hold good references from several shops, in which I have 
been employed. I have worked at various shops and I have always 
been able to make good. It is hard for a black man to hold a job 
here, as prejudice is very strong. I have never been discharged on 
account of dissatisfaction with my work, but I have been "let out" 
on account of my color. I am a good brassmelter but i prefer core 
making as it- is my trade. I have a family and am anxious to leave 
here, but have not the means, and as wages are not much here, it is 
very hard to save enough to get away with. If you know of any 
firms that are in need of a core maker and whom you think would 
send me transportation, I would be pleased to be put in touch with 
them and I assure you that effort would be appreciated. I am a 
core maker but I am willing to do any honest work. All I want is 
to get away from here. I am writing you and I believe you can and 
will help me. If any one will send transportation, I will arrange 
or agree to have it taken out of my salary untill full amount of 
fare is paid. I also know of several good fdry. men here who 
would leave in a minute, if there only was a way arranged for 
them to leave, and they are men whom I know personally to be ex- 
perienced men. I hope that you will give this your immediate 
attention as I am anxious to get busy and be on my way. I am 
ready to start at any time, and would be pleased to hear something 
favorable. 

Charleston, S. C, April 29, 1917. 
Kind Sir: Kead your adv. in the Chicago Defender. I would 
like very much to have you take me in consideration. I am strong 
and ambitious. Would work under any conditions to get away 
from this place for I am working and throwing away my valuable 
time for nothing. Kindly let me hear from you at your earliest. 



426 JOTJBNAL OP NeGBO HiSTOBY 

Nkw ObijEans, La., June 10, 1917. 

Kind Sir: I read and hear daly of the great chance that a col- 
ored parson has in Chicago of making a living with all the priveleg 
that the whites have and it mak me the most ankious to want to go 
where I may be able to make a liveing for my self. When you 
read this you will think it bery strange that being only my self 
to support that it is so hard, but it is so. everything is gone up 
but the poor colerd peple wages. I have made sevle afford to leave 
and come to Chicago where I hear that times is good for us but 
owing to femail wekness has made it a perfect failure. I am a 
widow for 9 years. I have very pore learning altho it would not 
make much diffrent if I would be throughly edacated for I could 
not get any better work to do, such as house work, washing and 
ironing and all such work that are injering to a woman with femail 
wekness and they pay so little for so hard work that it is just enough 
to pay room rent and a little some thing to eat. I have found a 
very good remady that I really feeling to belive would cure me if I 
only could make enough money to keep up my madison and I dont 
think that I will ever be able to do that down hear for the time is 
getting worse evry day. I am going to ask if you peple hear 
could aid me in geting over her in Chicago and seeking out a posi- 
tion of some kind. I can also do plain sewing. Please good peple 
dont refuse to help me out in my trouble for I am in gret need of 
help God will bless you. I am going to do my very best after I 
get over here if God spair me to get work I will pay the expance 
back. Do try to do the best you can for me, with many thanks for 
so doing I will remain as ever, 

Yours truly. 

McCoy, La., April 16, 1917. 
Dear Editor: I have been takeing your wonderful paper and I 
have saved from the first I have received and my heart is upset 
night and day. I am praying every day to see some one that I 
may get a pass for me, my child and husband I have a daughter 17 
who can work well and myself, please sir direct me to the place 
where I may be able to see the parties that I and my family whom 
have read the defender so much until they are anxious to come 
dear editor we are working people but we cant hardly live here I 
would say more but we are back in the jungles and we have to lie 
low but please sir answer and I pray you give me a homeward 
consilation as we havent money enough to pay our fairs. 
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Hernando, Miss., April 30, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I have heard so much about the demand for negro 
labor and the high price paid for it in the northern part of this 
country (the U. S.). I've decided to investigate the rumor from 
the most reliable source. And as it generally known that news- 
paper men are the best informed, therefore have thought to request 
of you for the particulars of the matter. Will you furnish me the 
desired information or point out such party, or parties that can 
and will do so. (Personal.) 

Pensacola, FiiA., April 30, 1917. 
Dear Sir: Please send me at once a transportation at once I will 
sure come if I live send it as soon as possible because these white 
people are getting so they put every one in prison who are not 
working I can not get any I can do any kind of common labor. I 
am a brick layer also a painter I want to go to Cleveland and I 
have good health and will do my best to improve. They are two 
family my mother want to come she is a good cook house clean, 
so all she want is information. I am not going to bring my family 
when I come I am gong to send back for it. Dont fail to send my 
Fla. transportation by return mail if you want I can get them as 
many as you want. 

Jacksonville, Fla., April 29, 1917. 
Dear sir: reading the Chicago Defender seeing thair are still 
plenty work in the north I am an automobile repaire and wishes 
position at once as I am out of employmen and are a man of family 
and a working man indeed. Hoping to receive ticket by Return 
Mail or anser 

FuLLERTON, La., April 30, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I was looking over a news paper and seen your address 
and has been wanting to go some where in you country where i 
can get better wedges and i would like to come up there of corse i 
dont know anything about that work but i can learn it in a short 
while, and if you can give me a job i would like to know and i 
want to know weather you will send me a pass or not i has a wife 
an i would like to know will you send me a pass for i and my wife 
if you will i want you to write me and let me know as soon as you 
can and tell we what you can do about the matter so this all 



428 JoTJBNAL OP NeGBO HiSTOBY 

Houston, Tex., April 29, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I thought I would write you a few lines of importance 
I ask you to help me that much the lord will help you I am a 
christians I try to make a honest living a man ought to help 
another when he try to help his self, this is only one I will do any 
kind of work if any company pass in up their I can pay half of 
my fare. I am motherless and fatherless I dont care when I go I 
am gone trust in the lord if you yill help me the Lord will pay you 
I am with donfident I am not a loafer If my fare is advance up 
their it a written contract that I will work it out. 

May God bless you Answer soon 

New Orleans, La., April 30, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I write you a few lines asking you if there is a chance 
please let me know I can do most any kind of work lahor or helper 
packer willing to learn a trade I see where they sends transporta- 
tion well I would be willing if one of the firms would send me a 
pass then when I start to work for them they could take it out of 
my wages every week untill it was paid for. All I ask is give me 
a chance and I will make good Hopeing that my letter will meet 
with your Apporval and if there is a firm that is willing to send me 
a pass to come to work up there Please show them my letter and 
they can deduck out of my wages for the pass. Hopeing that you 
will hear of one of the firms that wants laborers and Helpers and 
that they will let me know when writing adress is to 

G A , Ave. New Orleans, La. 

Please write and let me know if theres a chance. I remain 
yours 

Pensacola, Fla., 4/29/17. 
Dear Sir: in reading the Chicago Defender I saw yore wants 
add for foundry ware house and yard men I do truly ask you 
to pleas give me some instruction How I can get there I am a 
working man I am not sport or a gamble or class with them if I 
kno it But I am study evry day working man of family wife and one 
child 9 years old but this is hard time in the south now and I have 
not the means to come But if you can get me up there I will give 
you good service in yore ware house and yard work. My daily 
work has been in a ware house for the past 6 years and i kno one 
more good man that want to come too with family and would be 
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glad to get up there as soon as I can. I will gamtee you good and 
reglar service from Both of us. 
Hopeing to here from you soon 

Pensacola, Fla., April 30, 1917. 

Dear Sir: Im a reader of the Defender, and I saw in this weeks 
issue where you stated that three cities were in need of moulders 
and helpers. And as I have once worked in a foundry, as a 
helper I have some experience of the work and would like very 
much to know under what conditions could you put me in touch 
with a firm in a small size town, where it would send me a trans- 
portation. 

I would leave tomorrow, if I had such opportunity. I am 
married, have a wife and two small children, and cant support 
them in this place properly. 

Hoping to receive some kind of reply. 

Savannah, Ga., AprU 29, 1918. 

Dear Sir: I were reading your advertisement in the Chicago 

Defender where you were in need for men at the 

I am a hard working man in the south and get nothing for it I 
would like to recive a hearing from you in return mail in rgard 
of seeking a transportation for me and my nephew if you will send 
for me and my nephew I will come at once and I garantee you 
that you wont regret it. We are hard workers of the south please 
oblige. 

Answer at once return mail I will be at your call. 

Mobile, Ala., Apirl 30, 1917 

Dear Sir: I was reading in the Chicago defender where They 
wanted so many men to work. I am very anxious to work. I can 
do most any kind of work I have been out of a job ever since 
January, will you please try and get me in Chicago, so that I can 
be able to get one of those jobs, please get me a job. I have a 
wife and we can hardly live in this place. I am a machinist by 
trade. I am a Schauffer also. I can repair an auto to. please 
send for me at once, as I am in need of work. 

My age is 25 years and my wife is 21 years. My name is 
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Savannah, Ga., April 24, 1917. 

Gentlemen: As I my self intend to go nortli or some place where 
I can get good wages so as to better my condition and aim to go 
in a few days if I can get off right. I would have been gone before 
now but I could not save enough money out of small wages and 
high cost of living to get away, since I saw a piece in the Chicago 
Defender about you I am eager to get in touch with you at once as 
I understand you are in the employment business if so please let 
me hear from you by return mail as I must leave in a few days 
if can get away the right way. So if you have some good jobs 
open in some small towns or cities that will pay good wages please 
let me hear from you this week if can do so. Write me the kind of 
work and wages paid and where at so I can choose the kind I like, 
also let me know if I can get a ticket sent me to come on with a 
garntee to pay for it out of my first wages a part each pay day 
until paid. Please let me hear from you at once. 

Atlanta, Ga., April 30, 1917. 
Dear Sir: In reading the Chicago Defender I find that there 
are many jobs open for workmen, I wish that you would or can 
secure me a position in some of the northern cities ; as a workman 
and not as a loafer. One who is willing to do any kind of hard 
in side or public work, have had broad experience in machinery 
and other work of the kind. A some what alround man can also 
cook, well trained devuloped man ; have travel extensively through 
the western and southern states; A good strong mortal religious 
man no habits. I will accept transportation on advance and de- 
ducted from my wages later. It does not matter where, that is; 
as to city, country, town or state since you secure the positions. 
I am quite sure you will be delighted in securing a position for a 
man of this description. Ill assure you will not regret of so 
doing. Hoping to hear from you soon. 

Shrevepoet, La., April 26-17. 
Dear Sirs: I am writing you as to how and where I can go to 
obtain better freedom and better pay for the balence of my life as 
being a contance reader of the Chicago defender the add in front 
cover first colum refered me to you. If you can put me in touch 
of some one that I ma communicate with as to the position I will 
be verry grateful to you. I am a cook & barber also thorughly 
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acquainted with steam works hoping to hear from you will full 
particular 

I am yours for better success. 

P S I has a fair education. 

New Orleans, La., May 7, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I am earnestly in need of work and would be very 
glad if you could recomend me to some of the firms that you are 
securing labor for. I saw your add in the Defender. 

Cbichton, MobiijE, Ala., April 30, 1917. 

Sirs and Gentelmen: I am poor man and honest working man 
and I am here in the south this hard country seeking for labor 
that I can make an onest living I can do most any kind of commond 
work and I will do so please put me next. Give me an early reply 
years to please 

Pensacola, Fla., May 7, 1917. 

Gentelmen: I wants to ask you to look out for a job for me in 
that section as I am a good tailors helper good sewer and as clean- 
ing presing and dyeing I have had nine years experance in that 
line but I will do other work if I can get it as factory work in or 
out of the city will do I am man of a family and have no time to- 
piack work. Thanks 

Jacksonville, Fla., May 9, 1917. 

My dear Sir: In looking over the Chicago Defender why I come 

across your name in connections with of Chicago and 

thinking that you could do me a lots of good why I thought that I 
would write you asking of you to locate me with transportation 
with some one who are looking for a hard working honest and 
sober colored man. 

Will do any kind of work. Am a farmer, saw mill man, a good 
cook. Also I have worked for quite awhile for express company 
here. 

I am unable to pay my way to your city at present and any 
help extended me along that line will be more than appreciated by 
me. Am married, and my wife is a first class cook and house 
woman. 

Now if I am not taking too much of your time why please let 
me hear from you at once as I would like very much to get out of 
the south as quick as possible for there is nothing here for a 
colored man, any more. 
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Please give my name to some one that needs a good man, who is 
willing to send transportation for me and wife, or my self. I 
probably can make some arrangements to get there in a few days. 

Hoping to hear from you in a few days and thanking you for 
same before hand. 

LETTERS ABOUT BETTER EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES 

Anniston, Ala., April 23, 1917. 
DeoAT sir: Please gave me some infamation about coming north 
i can do any kind of work from a truck gardin to farming i would 
like to leave here and i cant make no money to leave I ust make 
enought to live one please let me here from you at once i want to 
get where i can put my children in schol. 

West Palm Beach, FiiA., April 25, 1917. 
My dear Sir: While reading the Chicago Defender of april 21st 
I saw that you was the man to write to four a job as say the paper 
I have some children I lost my wife just a year ago and I would 
like to get a place where I could proply educate them I am a 
bober by trade I been in the work for 20 years study, I dont drink 
al all any thing like whiskey I am a church man and all the chil- 
dren belong to the church too your truUy 

Pittsburg, Pa., April 26, 1917. 
dear sir: your letter was all write this one leaves me all write i 
means what is write this is a matter of buisness and no folishness 
and joaking in this Please dont think i set down and write some- 
thing just because i seen it in your paper for 1 am a working man 
i work for my living dont i am saying just to get a jobe i no i am 
south rais man i want some places to send my children to school 
my means is that i am to old to old. 

Dear Sir: 1 saw your add in the Chicago Defender for laborers. 
I am a young man and want to finish school. I want you to look 
out for me a job on the place working morning and evening. I 
would like to get a job in some private family so I could continue 
taking my piano lesson I can do anything around the house but 



Documents 433 

drive and can even learn that. Send me the name of the best High 
school in Chicago. How is the Wendell Phillips College. I have 
finish the grammer school. I cannot come before the middle of 
June. 

New Orueans, La., 5/5x17 
My dear sir: I have you reply stating all the information to me. 
I thank you very much for same I must say I think you are a real 
friend, now the best classes of colored men in the south are still 
here but are making preparation to come north and are not par- 
ticular about coming to Chicago. All we want is to know just 
what youve told me here in this letter. I have been living here in 
New Orleans only seven years I formerly live in the country but 
owing to bad conditions of schools for my children I sold my prop- 
erty and moved here I didnt think there was any justice in my 
paying school taxes and had no fit school to send by children to. 
I have been employed here as night eatchman for the last four 
years and are still working at it but my wajes are so small the high 
cost of living leaves very little for traveling expenses but never 
the less I have a boy sixteen years old as soon as school closes I will 
take him north with me hoping to find work for him and I during 
vacation. You will see me soon. Thanking you kindly. 

Gbabow, Louisiana, 5/9/17 
My dear Sir: your letter to me togeather with information was 
recieved and noted carefully from the same I find that work in and 
about Chicago is not plentiful as agents are makeing out as I know 
for myself that I have been talked to hard to leave at once for 
Chicago. I am a carpenter by trade tho I have 10 years experi- 
ence in the shop. I were under the empression that one would 
have to join the carpenter's union or machinist union on order 
to obtain work. Tho I know joining a union would put a stress 
om me as my straight life policy exemps me from such. Your 
letter being wrote in paragraphs I Parag 5) you are advising men 
who knows the molders trade or wanting to learn the machinist 
trade which are those 4 or 5 cities? Should chances in the same 
better I would not get as far as Chicago. I am a man of family 
and contemplated that with my Hudson could drive to Chicago 
by land in 8 days, but as you advise leaving my family I consider 
you knows best, tho at present I dont see any enducements at all. 
$3.00 per day is carpenter wedge in this part of Louisiana for 
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10 hours and $4.00 maehinest. But our chances are so slim. 
Causes me to be disgusted at the south. Our poll tax paid, state 
and parish taxes yet with donations we cannot get schools. What 
do you think of conditions here ? Thanking you for your past and 
in advance for your future information I am verry truly yours. 

New Orleans, La., May 17, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I received your letter and was indeed glad to hear 
from you I am expecting to arrive in Chicago abou the 14th of 
June as I want to get my wife and children place until I can send 
for them. I am going to place them with my father over in Pass 
Christian Miss and my expense will be very cheap. Of course I 
am very anxious to get work because I have been working and 
supporting my family for the last 15 years and my wife never had 
to work out yet and I keep my children in school all the time. I 
will wire you just before I arrive so you will expect me in the 
office. I will be very glad for any service are information that 
you will be able to give me as I am coming. I think I would like 
to work in Detroit Mich. I am not so much on Chicago on account 
of my children. I am glad you can help me and place me in a 
job right away. 

Alexandria, La., 4/23/11. 

Gentlemens: Just a word of information I am planning to 
leave this place on about May 11th for Chicago and wants ask you 
assistence in getting a job. My job for the past 8 years has been 
in the Armour Packing Co. of this place and I cand do anything to 
be done in a branch house and are now doing the smoking here I 
am 36 years old have a wife and 2 children. I has been here all 
my life but would be glad to go wher I can educate my children 
where they can be of service to themselves, and this will never be 
here. 

Now if you can get a job with eny of the packers I will just as 
soon as I arrive in your city come to your pace and pay you for 
your troubel. And if I cant get on with packers I will try eny- 
thing that you have to effer. 

Crescent, Okla., April 30, 1917. 
Sir: I am looking for a place to locate this fall as a farmer. 
Do you think you could place me on a farm to work on shares. 
I am a poor farmer and have not the money to buy but would be 
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glad to work a mans farm for him. I am desirous of leaving here 
because of the school accommodations for children as I have five 
and want to educate them the best I can. Prehaps you can find 
me a position of some kind if so kindly let me know I will be ready 
to leave here this fall after the harvest is layed by. I am planting 
cotton. 

Granville, Miss., May 16, 1917. 
Dear Sir: This letter is a letter of information of which you 
will find stamp envelop for reply. I want to come north some 
time soon but I do not want to leve here looking for a job wher I 
would be in dorse all winter. Now the work I am doing here is 
running a gauge edger in a saw mill. I know all about the grad- 
ing of lumber. I have abeen working in lumber about 25 or 27 
years My wedges here is $3.00 a day 11 hours a day. I want to 
come north where I can educate my 3 little children also my wife. 
Now if you cannot fit me up at what I am doing down here I can 
learn anj^thing any one els can. also there is a great deal of good 
women cooks here would leave any time all they want is to know 
where to go and some way to go. please write me at once just 
how I can get my people where they can get something for their 
work, there are women here cookeing for $1.50 and $2.00 a week. 
I would like to live in Chicago or Ohio or Philadelphia. Tell Mr 
Abbott that our pepel are tole that they can not get anything to 
do up there and they are being snatched off the trains here in 
Greenville and a rested but in spite of all this, they are leaving 
every day and every night 100 or more is expecting to leave this 
week. Let me here from you at once. 

Pelahatchee, Miss., April 27, 1917. 
Dear Sirs: I see through the Chicago Defender that you have 
a reputation of furnishing employment to men. Kindly give me 
the particulars. "What class of work do you get men? I am writ- 
ing you to know that I may obtain an; employment through you. 
I want a good paying job that I may be able to educate my chil- 
dren. Kindly let me hear from you. 

Deo Volente, Miss., April 30, 1917. 
Dear Sirs: I am expecting to come with my family to your 
town, or some smaller town near you, in the near future. Would 
like to farm near Chicago or some small town near Chicago where 
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my children can have good educational advantages. Seeing the 
Chicago Defender that your organization was in position to give 
me the proper infermation therefore I write asking you to please 
give me the above infermation. By so doing you will greatly 
oblige me. 

(colored) 

STABKViiiLE, Miss., May 28, 1917. 

Sir: Your name have bin given me as a Relibal furm putting 
people in toutch with good locations for education there children 
Now I am a man of 40 years old by traid I am a barber of 20 
years experence I am now in the business for white but I can 
barber for either white or colord I have a wife and seven chil- 
dren 5 girls and 2 boys allso I am a preacher I dont care for 
the large city life I rather live in a town of 15 or 20 thousand I 
want to raise by family nice and I would like for my children to 
have the advantage of good schools and churches Now if you are 
in a persison to help me a long this line I would be glad to here 
from you. 

Greenville, S. C, 5/2/1917. 

Sir: I have been impressed to the extent of writing you by 
having noted an article in the Chicago Defender regarding the 
good work your organization is accomplishing. 

I am a Negro mechanic, having served the paint trade since 
1896, 30 years years of age, married, no booster, a graduate of 
N. Y. trade school, first honor, class of 1906, wish to change loca- 
tion for better educational advantages for my children conse- 
quently will be glad to have you endeavor to place me. Hoping 
to hear from you at earliest convenience. "Willing to accept posi- 
tion in any good north western city, with white or colored firm. 

Atlanta, Ga., April 22, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I now rite to inquier of the works in the north as I 
saw your ad in the Chicago Defender I wants to come north if 
thair is any work up their I wants to get in a good place whear 
I can educate my children I am a natif of Charleston West 
Va but come off down here in this hard luck countary and married 
& raised a famly and wants to get in a good location to raise them 
sence you are in the busness I wants some information I would 
like to hear from you pearsonaly if I can I am not pertickley 
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about Chicago just since I get a good place in the north whear I can 
educate my children how is groceries in the countary let me hear 
from you at & early date. 

Augusta, Ga., April 27, 1917. 

Sir: Being a constant reader of your paper, I thought of no 
one better than you to write for information. 

I'm desirous of leaving the south but before so doing I want 
to be sure of a job before pulling out. I'm a member of the race, 
a normal and colloege school graduate, a man of a family and can 
give reference. Confidentially this communication between you 
and me is to be kept a secret. 

My children I wished to be educated in a different community 
than here. Where the school facilities are better and less preju- 
dice shown and in fact where advantages are better for our people 
in all respect. At present I have a good position but I desire to 
leave the south. A good position even tho' its a laborer's job pay- 
ing $4.50 or $5.00 a day will suit me till I can do better. Let it 
be a job there or any where else in the country, just is it is east or 
west. I 'm quite sure you can put me in touch with some one. I 'm 
a letter carrier now and am also a druggist by profession. Perhaps 
I may through your influence get a transfer to some eastern or 
western city. 

Nevada or California as western states, I prefer, and I must say 
that I have nothing against Detroit, Mich. 

I shall expect au early reply. Remember keep this a secret 
please until I can perfect some arrangements. 

Glebdon, Ala., April 22, 1917. 
Gentlemen: I seen it in the Chicago Defender that if any one 
dezire to locate in a small town where they can get fairly good 
wages and educate there children address you who neads men and 
stop paying men 50 cts & $1.00 for Job well i wont to come there 
where i can get work & fairly good wages & educate my children 
& i am not able to bear my expences i have a wife & 7 chrildren & 
if you can make any preparation for me to come & bring them let 
me here from you i have too boys big enough to work one 12 years 
old the other 10 and i have been trying to get away from here 
for some time & i cant get ot without your aid i seen it on a small 

paper a littler strip where Mr. at the state of 

Neb at omaha he advise any one that wont to go north or west rite 



438 JouBNAii OF Negro History 

him & send a too sent stamp withen your letter that i may not be 
slighte and then when her and your he send a Wank with the letter 
to be fill an send him $1.50 one dollar an half which he say it is 
all is required no more money i will hafter pay i wrote hem for a 
pass & that what he told me to do & when i arrive i would have 
a job all ready now when i seem what the Chicago defender saj^ 
about men get money that way it cause me to stop & study would 
it a safe plan of me to go out on such terms an so i ask you 
Gentlemen for all infermation that you can give me in the regards 
of leaving the south let me here from you at once we colored people 
havin a hard time down here now i have paper here but I aint 
sind it yet 

LETTERS ABOUT THE TREATMENT OP NEGROES IN 

THE SOUTH 

Macon, 6a., April 1, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I am writing you for information I want to come 
north east but I have not sufficient funds and I am writing you to 
see if there is any way that you can help me by giving me the names 
of some of the firms that will send me a transportation as we are 
down here where we have to be shot down here like rabbits for 
every little orfence as I seen an orcurince hapen down here this 
after noon when three depties from the shrief office an one Negro 
spotter come out and found some of our raice mens in a crap game 
and it makes me want to leave the south worse than I ever did 
when such things hapen right at my door, hopeing to have a reply 
soon and will in close a stamp from the same. 

Savannah, Ga., May 5, 1917. 
Dear sir: I rite you these few lines seeking information how 
could I get up noilh and if you could do me any good I an five 
more men would like to come but we have no money we would come 
to any reasonable terms that you makes, and if you cannot do the 
five no good please sir try and do some thing for me. I rite you 
this mostly for my self I am in a bad shape. I am willing to do 
most any kind of work labaring excuiseing hotel. You was recom- 

ended to me by Bro of Savannah Tribune, now in 

plain words plese send for me or get some of the contractors to send 
and I will willingly come to terms. I am willing await you ans. 
In short. 
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Sparta, Ga., Jan. 29, 1917. 

Dear Sir: Information reaches me that you can give informa- 
tion as to places that colored men can get employment in the north 
and east as quite a number of we colored men in this vicinity con- 
templates leaving the south providing we can get employment at 
reasonable wages. I would like to know where to locate, what kind 
of work and what wages paid skilled and unskilled laborer, & 
whether transportation can be furnished. Hoing to hear from you 
by return mail. 

Chableston, S. C, 4/4/17. 

Dear Sir: I have heard about you as being an employment beura 
so I would like very mutch for you to get me a job, and if you will 
please send ticket by rail because we are not allowed to leave by 
boat any mour. so I will take a job as porter — butler — ^hosier bell- 
man can furnish reference an 27 years old married. Please notify 
right away. 

Sanpord, Fla., 5/12/17. 

Dear Sir: The winter is about over and I still have a desire to 
seek for myself a section of this country where I can poserably 
better my condishion in as much as beaing asshured some protec- 
tion as a good citizen under the Stars and Stripes so kind sir I 
am here asking you agin if you know directly or indirectly of any 
opening that you could direct me to where I can make a reasonable 
livelyhood kindly inform me. Why I write you agin is because it 
appears to me from your headings that your concern ar making 
some opening for the (col) from the south and agin I do not cear 
to live here in a simple way if poserable I would like to be shure of 
an imployment before I leave Kindley do what ever good you can 
for me. 

PEa^SACOLA, Fla., April 30, 1917. 

Oentlemen: I perchanced to run across your address. The 
which I am proud of. I like my fellow southerner am looking north- 
ward. But before leaving the South Id like to know just wher I 
am goin and what Im to do if posible. I see from your card that 
you can help me and I believe you will. I want to say that I dont 
hope to travil north to loaf. I will be seeking better employment 
and better wa es mainly. I might state just here what Im best 
fitted for. 1st Im a christain man a man of sober habits. Ive had 
several years experience in business for 20 years Ive been a sales- 
man & collector or business mgr thirteen years of said time I were 
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engaged in the industrial insurance work, worked from a green 
agent to dist mgr ship at present am engaged as a salesman and 
collector. But would accept position as jaunitor of general utility 
man ordainary cook the which I ve served in a short order house 
for whites only. And also in a house run for both races. In fact 
will serve in any honest capacity That I'm capeble of that pays 
well. Please excuse these persional reference but Im striveing to 
make the acquaintance, can furnish reference as to integrity and 
ability any information given me in my efort will be gratefully 
received. Thanking you in advance. 

Trot, Ala., Oct. 17, 1916. 
Dear Sirs I am enclosing a clipping of a lynching again which 
speaks for itself. I do wish there could be sufficient presure brought 
about to have federal investigation of such work. I wrote you a 
few days ago if you could furnish me with the addresses of some 
firms or co-opporations that needed common labor. So many of 
our people here are almost starving. The government is feeding 
quite a number here would go any where to better their conditions. 
If you can do any thing for us write me as early as posible. 

Bham, Ala., May 13, 1917. 
Sir: the edeater of the paper i am in the darkness of the south 
and i am trying my best to get out do you no where about i can 
get a job in new york. i wood be so glad if cood get a good job hear 
in this beautifull city o please help me to get out of this low down 
county i am counted no more thin a dog help me please help me o 
how glad i wood be if some company wood send me a ticket to come 
and work for them no joking i mean business i work if i can get a 
good job. 

Anne Mantl, Ala., April 24, 1917. 
Gentlemen: I read in the Chicago Defender of last week that 
you were in the employment buisness now sire we want to leave the 
south and settle in some small town in lUinoise or any other good 
northern state where we can get fairely good wagges and be pro- 
tected we are disgusted with the south since we hear that we can 
do better we want to get up a club to get north. Please tell us how 
to go about it all of us dont have a lot of money but we are able and 
willing to work and just want a chance. Thanking you in advance 
for any thing you may do for us we are 
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Bryan, Tec., Sept. 13, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I am writing you as I would like to no if you no of 
any R. B. Co and Mfg. that are in need for colored labors. I want 
to bring a bunch of race men out of the south we want work some 
whear north will come if we can git passe any whear across the 
Mason & Dickson, please let me hear from you at once if you can 
git passes for 10 or 12 men. send at once. I beg to remain. 

OakdaIiE, La., April 21, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I saw in the Defender something concerning the em- 
ployment up there. I would like mighty well to come if I could get 
a job I would be ready to come about the 15th of May. I will take 
a job in town or out of town either one. There are 3 or 4 more 
business men that are interested and would come, write me at 
once and let me know about the situation. Some hasn't the fund 
to come with and if the employer would furnish them transporta- 
tion they would readily come at once. 

So far as me I couldn't come until I could arrange to sell out 
as I am in business for God knows I want to leave the South land. 
Let me hear from you at once. 

Savannah, Ga., 4/21/17. 

Dear Sir: Through the Chicago Definder I am writing your 
company to get in touch with you. as I am seeking employment in 
the north part of the country for the betterment of my condition. 
& friends wishes to follow after me. if there is any advice or 
assistant you can give to us please let me know at once, we are not 
choice about locating in the city as we will be satisfied with a small 
town as well as any part of the north. 

Nev? Orueans, La., May 17, 1917. 
Gentlemen: I am a race man and aire inquireing Dear Sir from 
some one that I know is in position to give me the proper informa- 
tion truthfully enclosed please find stamps for return mail. Dear 
sir I have a wife & a son also that has a wofe and one child we de- 
sire to come north to live if we could only get a pass to that end. 
The passes that are being issued in New Orleans to members of the 
race are verry limited and it is a little dificult for me to get a pass 
out I am no railroad man but I can work also my son if my son 
and I could get a pass to Illinois we would come at once and leave 
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our wives at home untill we could work and send for them our- 
selves. Dear sirs if you know of any firm that desires any one of 
the race that wants to come north with their families please inform 
them and me as I would like verry much to come north but have 
not the money to pay my fare with please answer by return mail. 
Please help me as I wants to get from the south so bad. Thanking 
you in advance I am yours in the Lord. I am 40 years old. Please 
help me to get away from the south. Please keep this letter and 
not put it in public print. Dear sir I further ask that the firm or 
firms in which I am offered employment desire a recommendation 
as a work or laborer I can furnish them with same for honesty and 
etc. Please answer. Please answer as there are others of the race 
that wants to come north in great numbers and would like to be 
informed how to come north. 

New Orleans, La., 5/20/17. 

Dear Sirs: My silfe and a friend is after hearing from you con- 
templating the idea of coming north we have been told that yours 
is the business of informing those who are coming there of what is 
the very best way and about work, etc. Wish to say we need your 
information and are very anxious of being advised by you. We 
will want work as soon as were there and we are not perticular 
about Chiago. Anywhere north will do us and I suppose the worst 
place there is better than the best place here. Please inform us by 
return mail where we can get work and how in doing so you will 
be helping us wonderfully and we will more than appreciate your 
efforts, wishing you much success and hoping to hear from you 
this week, I am. Yours with best wishes. 

Palestine, Tex., 1/2/17. 

Dear Sir: I hereby enclose you a few lines to find out some few 
things if you will be so kind to word them to me. I am a southerner 
lad and has never ben in the north no further than Texas and I has 
heard so much talk about the north and how much better the colard 
people are treated up there than they are down here and I has. ben 
striveing so hard in my coming up and now I see that I cannot get 
up there without the ade of some one and I wants to ask you Dear 
Sir to please direct me in your best manner the stept that I shall 
take to get there and if there are any way that you can help me to 
get there I am kindly asking you for your ade. And if you will 
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ade me please notify me by return mail because I am sure ancious 
to make it in the north because these southern white people are so 
mean and they seems to be getting worse and I wants to get away 
and they wont pay enough for work for a man to save up enough 
to get away and live to. If you will not ade me in getting up there 
please give me some information how I can get there I would like to 
get there in the early spring, if I can get there if posible. Our 
southern white people are so cruel we collord people are almost 
afraid to waike the streets after night. So please let me hear from 
you by return mail. I will not say very much in this letter I will 
tell you more about it when I hear from you please ans. soon to 
Yours truly. 

Savannah, Ga., May 16, 1917. 
Bear Sir: I written you a special letter on last week containing 
stamped envelope for early reply asking a favor of you, as I am in 
the south and are trying all that I can to get away as I told you in 
my letter that I have been here all my life, which is about 40 years 
and trying with all of my might all of that time to make an honest 
living and all of it seems to be a failure and now as I heard of 
better wages and better treatment you can receive aeording to 
character and behavior. I am seeking to get there by the help of 
the good Lord and if it is any possible way of you securing work I 
and 2 daughters I will gladly try all I can to repay you for your 
trouble. I wont say any thing of my children as they are very 
honorable to me they have never slept one night from under my 
roof. Now dear friend I write you this as I have heard that you 
all are a friend to the needy and if there is any hope for me please 
let me know by return mail. 

Atlanta, Ga., April 29, 1917. 
Kind friend: While reading the Chicago Definder i saw and 
advertisement for laborers wanted i am down in the south with my 
familey and wishes to become a northern citysin i have onley 
worked for two firms in my life and i am 35 years old. Worked in 
Augusta Ga for more than 20 years and only made 10 dolars a 

week fore years ago i moved to Atlanta went to weark for the 

Cleaning Co of Atlanta, only making 10 a weak the wages is so 
small i cant harly feed by familey and i cant save enough money 
to get away i would like to get to Cleavland ohio i have some friends 
thear saying that the wages is good if it is eney way you can help 
me get up thear i will assure you i will be a wearthy citysin wishing 
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to hear from you soon, i am a man that wants to weark and by 
gods help i beleive i will concur some old day. 

Atlanta, Ga., April 22, 1917. 

Gentlemen: I am an experienced packer having been regularly 
employed for quite a number of years for such work and I am now 
employed by one of Atlanta's largest firms as a packer. I desire 
to leave the south and would like for you to secure me a position or 
put me in touch with some firm that needs a colored packer, kindly 
advise me what your terms are for such work. I am not particular 
about living in Chicago. Thanking you in advance. 

M0BIL.E, Ala., Jan. 8, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I am writing you to see if you can furnish me with 
any information in regards to colored men securing employment. 
I would like to know if you could put me in touch with some manu- 
facturing company either some corporation that is employing or in 
of colored men. My reason is there are a number of young men in 
this city of good moral and can furnish good reference — that is 
anxious to leave this section of the country and go where condi- 
tions are better. I taken this matter up with Mr. of Boston 

and he referred me to you. I myself is anxious to leave this part 
of the country and be where a negro man can appreshate beaing a 
man at the present time I am working as ofiSce man for a large 
corporation which position I have had for the past 11 years, having 
a very smart boy in his studies I wish to locate where he could 
recive a good education. I could at a few days notice place 200 
good able bodied young men that is anxious to leave this city. 
these men I refer to is men of good morals and would prove a credit 
to the community. If you can furnish me with the desired infor- 
mation it will be gladly received, it makes little or no difference as 
to what state they can go to just so they cross the Mason and Dixie 
line, trusting you will furnish me with any information you have 
at hand at an early date, I await your reply. 

Houston, Tex., April 3, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I have read the Defender and I have put my mine on 
it and I wood lik to know mor abot it and if yo pleas send me a 
letter abot the noth I will thenk uo becaus we have so miney mem- 
bers of the race wont to come and live up thear and all they is 
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waitin on is a chaneh and that is all and they will say fair wel to 
this old world and thay all will come, some is rail road some is 
shop and anny thang thay can gets to do. With hold the name. 

HousTOK, Tex., May 16, 1917. 
Sir: I sincerely ask of you this very important favor I and my 
family consists of 4 — husband, wife boy 14 years boy of 4 months 
also three others male of healthy and ambitious character also de- 
pendable to our race asking at any time, are you able to com- 
municate with any firm or person needing such as are stated 
thereon. I sincerely ask you to refer such to said adress as we are 
only here asking the Lord to aid us out of this terrible state we 
are now in. We do any kind of work for an honest liveing. 

Jacksonville, Fia., July 1, 1917. 

Kind Sir: in reading your paper I see where you could get me 
and my family a job so if can I would be verry glad as it is my wish 
to leave the south, any kind of a job all rite with me. I will re- 
mane. Yours truly. 

Pensacola, Fla., 5-19-17. 

Dear Editor: Would you please let me no what is the price of 
boarding and rooming of Chicago and where is the best place to get 
a job before the draft will work. I would rather join the army 
1000 times up there than to join it once down here. 

Wabrington, Fi/A., 4-24-17. 

Sir: i red the Chgo Deffedeer and i seen where yo was in the 
need of good men that wanted worke Sir I would like very much 
to leave the South and come north if I could get a imployment my 
trade is carpenter or seament finisher and I am willan to do any 
kind of worke that come before me I can do which I am not work- 
ing at my trade now I am working in a store now and I can bring 
yo some good men all so bring my recommendashon with me 
Hopin yo will rite me at wonce and let me here from yo. My 
addres. 

jACKsoNvniE, Fla., May 11, 1917. 

Dear Sir: given me. Although i am badly disapointed because 
i realy want to be among the northern folk and i have got the 
means to leave here with and by the way you have explain matter 
to me it would pay me best to have a transportation so I can be 
sure of having a job when I gets there. 
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Pensacola, FliA., 5-18-17. 

Dear Sir: Just a few lines to ask your ade en getting a job as 
waiter. I am a waiter of 10 or 12 years exsperience in the city of 
New Orleans, 4 years here in this city also. I can cook and serve 
as butler, I am verry anxious to get up there becaus I have a 
family and I desire a study job en a more better city than this. If 
you know of any one will send a transportation for a good man 
please send for me. I am willing to pay my transportation back 
in monthly payments. I will appreciate any favor you can do for 
me along these lines as I am in need of a good job just now. Can 
furnish best of refrience. 

Mobile, Ala., May 3, 1917. 

Dear Sir: Alowe me to congralate you on your wonderful paper 
it is a help to a lot of the people of our race it shows us the dif- 
ference between north and south. We are doing fine in our way 
but would like to do better a lots of us would like to come up there 
but are not able and dare not ask some one to help us to go for the 
law will have us. I like your paper and would like to see more of 
Mobile news in it. Who is your agent in Mobile. There is lots of 
idle men in Mobile lots have trades but they are not supplied with 
work and can't get anything to go off with. Several men were 
arrested on being labor agents. Would like to correspond with you 
if you could help our pepel eny. You may let me no threw your 
paper. 

New Bern, N. C, May 5, 1917. 

Dear sire: I seen you ade in the Chicago Defender for different 
oecpatisions and I in close you for and transportation for ten men 
as I has them menny reddy now and wood be glad to leave at the 
earliest date and I can get as menny as you wont and all so I wont 
a job for my self because we ar in a bad condition in this country 
and wish to in press a pon your mind the condition of we poor 
colored people how we are geting a long in the south and I want to 
show you how we ar treated by the white of the south by sending 
you this strip to read for you self so I will close I wish to here 
from you in the return mail at wonce. Please 

Alexandria, La., May 5, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I read your ad in the Chicago Defender paper where 
are in need of 20 bench molder witch mean machinery men who 
under stand the manufacture work and I am one who will be will- 
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ing to learn the trade at small wage about $2.25 a day and I also 
have five more here who will come with me if you only send me six 
of your transportation soon as can and I also wish that you will 
not turn me down. I am looking for your letter promptly and 
will be deeply glad to get it as I trust in the Lord that you will 
send me six of your transportation as I am willing to come in 
work, we will come at once when you send them to me send me a 
special delivery letters with them in it and I will pay you when 
we are there. 

Atlanta, Ga., May 2, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I am a reader of the Chicago Defender and is verry 
proud of it and by reading the Chicago Defender I saw your adv. 
and I want to consult with about a position in a Chicago firm. 
I would like verry much to get a position there or eny where above 
the Mason Dixon line. I am a competet chauffer or butler. I am 
married no children. My wife is a cook nearse or maid, and if you 
cannot supply me with some position within about 10 days will 
you please put me in tutch with some other employment and if 
you can supply me with eather of those posetins please write me. 
I am also a first class laundry man. I hold reference as good shirt 
ironer, coUer ironer or extractor man in the wash room. Please let 
me here from you. the peoples is leaving here by the thousands. 

New OBiiEANS, La., May 1, 1917. 

Sur: in reding the defender i saw they advurtise that you sen 
transportation at advanced from Chicago now dear sur please let 
me know i am a maride man an hav a famly off 5 now if you cant 
sen for all send 2 one for me and my brother he live with me he is 
18 yers old then i can arang for the rest after i get out there now 
pleas tri and do sumthing for me i am working her for nothing i 
will bee to glad to get a way from here so pleas sen me a pas for 
me an my brother and we will sen for the res of the famly after i 
get there ancer this letter soon as you get it try to get us work in 
the ware house or yard work i am a cook an utly man have to cook 
serv drink and short ordes an work al nite. 

Memphis, Tenn., April 29, 1917. 
Sir: Seeing the wonderful opportunity that is being offered th« 
colored man of the south by the northern industries and the aid 
in which your organization is giveing them it aroused within me 
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the ambition that prompts every man to long for liberty. What I 
want to say is I am coming north and seeing your call for me 
thought I would write you and list a few things I can do and see if 
you can find a place for me any where north of the Mason and 
Dixon line and I will present myself in person at your office as soon 
as I hear from you. I am now employed in the R. R. shop in 
Memphis. I am a engine watchman, hostler, red cup man, pipe 
fitter, oil house man, shipping clerk, telephone lineman, freight 
caller, an expert soaking vat man that is one who make dope for 
packing hot boxes on engines. I am a capable of giving satisfac- 
tion in either of the above name positions. I bought a Chicago 
Defender and after reading it and seeing the golden opportunity I 
have decided to leave this place at once. 

New ORiiEANS, La., April 29, 1917. 

Dewr Sir: I am writeing you the third time because 1 am anxious 
to leave the south and come north but up to this writeing i have 
fail to hear from you i notice in the defender that you are still call- 
ing for men i am engineer and all round machine man i am and 
would be very glad if you could locate me a position in the Molders 
Manufacturing or any thing pertaining to machine work. I am 
not in a position to pay my way out there and would like to get 
transportation for my self wife and nephew he all so can do ma- 
chine work. So please let me hear from you. 

Monroe, La., April 30, 1918. 

Dear Sirs: I was reading in the Defender one of your recent 
advertising about laborers wanted for foundry warehouse and 
yard work. I would like to respond to the advertisii^ but I aint 
fiancel able also my brother we are both very poor boys and would 
like to get where we would be able to have a chanse in the world 
and get out from among all of the prejudice of the southern white 
man. please send me and my brother transportation tickets so we 
can come right away. I belong to church but my brother does not 
but you would not tell the difference by his actions. Please send 
tickets by the 15th of May. I am now working at public work I 
owe a few debts I want to act honest I want to pay all of my re- 
sponsible debts 80 I can face my debtors anywhere in the world. 
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Little Rock, Ark., May 7, 1917. 

Sir: I am a reader of the Defender and i found in it on last 
Saturday April 28tli why that you could place mens in iny job or 
trade they follows. I am riten you this letter an in it i am leting 
you know my condition so that if you ever did help a man in this 
way pleas help me the help is this, help me to get a job in yor city 
as blacksmith helper bareler maker helper or molder helper, i kin 
furnish references for those jobs, i has a wife and a 11 yr old girl 
who are now in the 7 grade and i wants to bringe them with me 
when I come i am now employed as black smith helper my pay is 
261?^ per hour but the white comes so hard onus in these depart- 
ments so that we are frade to speak what is right becase they dont 
want us in those departments they has been trying to put us out 
for 4 years, before they begen to work a ginst ys w© had all colord 
help but now they has 75 per cent white help and it is hard for 
this 25 per sent colord to stay hear and i found in the Defender 
just what i has ben looking for is a little help and if you will only 
do as i has said God will bless you. now remember i dont ask you 
to send me a transportation to come on if you will just get me a 
job for me i will be please at that and i will pay you charges when 
i come i will be ther in 4 or 5 days from the date i reseave yor 
ancer so pleas ancer as soon as you kin. 

New Orleans, La., May 23, 1917. 

Dear Sir: As a constant reader of your most valuable paper the 
Defender and after viewing from time to time the services that you 
are rendering not only to the race of which you are one of its 
honored leaders but one who are doing services to the sacred cause 
of humanity, and your admireable editorials has impressed me so 
much until I feal that I know you personaly. now sire I note with 
pleasure that you are manifesting a very great interest in our peo- 
ple from the south and as I am a man of family and are always 
willing and ready to grasp any opertunity that will tent to better 
my condition I raise my head and I am now looking to the North 
of this benighted land for hope there I feal that if once there that I 
may be granted the opertunities of peacefully working out my mis- 
sion on earth, without fear of molestation. Now sir I am a painter 
by trade. I am also a first class creol cook and as I above said that 
you seams very much interested in your newcomers well fare to the 
extent of trying to place them in some lucrative position. I ask you 
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one favor and that is this will you please advise me as to if I come 
up there will you try and get me work. 

New Orleans, La., May 21, 1917. 

Dear Sir: As it is my desire to leave the south for some portion 
of the north to make my future home I desided to write to you 
as one who is able to furnish proper information for such a move. 
I am a cook of plain meals and I have knowledge of industrial train- 
ing. I recieved such training at Tuskegee Inst, some years ago 
and I have a letter from Mrs. Booker T. Washington bearing out 
such statement and letters from other responsible corporations and 
individuals and since I know that I can come up to such recom- 
mendations, I want to come north where it is said such individuals 
are wanted. Therefore will you please furnish me with names and 
addresses of railroad officials to whom I might write for such em- 
ployment as it is my desire to work only for railroads, if possible. 
I have reference to officials who are over extra gangs, bridge gangs, 
paint gangs and pile drivers over any boarding department which 
takes in plain meals. I have 25 years experience in this line of 
work and understand the method of saving the company money. 

You will please dig into this in every way that is necessary 
and whatever charges you want for your trouble make your bill 
to me, and I will mail same to you. 

Wishing you much success in your papers throughout the 
country, especially in the south as it is the greatest help to the 
southern negro that has ever been read. 

New Orleans, La., 5-20-17. 
Dear Sir: I am sure your time is precious, for being as you an 
editor of a newspaper such as the race has never owned and for 
which it must proudly host of as being the peer in the pereoidieal 
world, am confident that yours is a force of busy men. I also 
feel sure that you will spare a small amount of your time to give 
some needed information to one who wishes to relieve himselfe of 
the burden of the south. I indeed wish very much to come north 
anywhere in 111. will do since I am away from the Lynchman's 
noose and torchman's fire. Myself and a friend wish to come but 
not without information regarding work and general suroundings. 
Now hon sir if for any reason you are not in position to furnish 
us with the information desired, please do the act of kindness of 
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placing us in tuch with the organization who's business it is I am 
told to furnish said information, we are firemen machinist helpers 
practical painters and general laborers. And most of all, ministers 
of the gospel who are not afraid of labor for it put us where we 
are. Please let me hear from you. 

New Oeueans, La., May 1, 1917. 
Dear Sir: I am a reader of the Chicago Defender and while 
reading I seen where you are aiding those in search of work and I 
thought that I would drop you a few lines though I am far away 
but if there is any way that you could get a pass please try and 
do that much for us as we are a party of four good working men 
the southern white are trying very hard to keep us from the north 
but still they wont give us no work to do they dont pay us any 
thing and still dont want us to go. now please answer at your 
very earliest I am 

Dapne, Ala., 4/20/17. 

Sir: I am writing you to let you know that there is 15 or 20 
familys wants to come up there at once but cant come on account 
of money to come with and we cant phone you here we will be 
killed they dont want us to leave here & say if we dont go to war 
and fight for our country they are going to kill us and wants to 
get away if we can if you send 20 passes there is no doubt that 
every one of us will com at once, we are not doing any thing here 
we cant get a living out of what we do now some of these people 
are farmers and som are cooks barbers and black smiths but the 
greater part are farmers & good worker & honest people & up to 
date the trash pile dont want to go no where These are nice 
people and respectable find a place like that & send passes & we all 
will come at once we all wants to leave here out of this hard luck 
place if you cant use us find some place that does need this kind 
of people we are called Negroes here. I am a reader of the De- 
fender and am delighted to know how times are there & was to 
glad to, know if we could get some one to pass us away from here 
to a better land. We work but cant get scarcely any thing for it 
& they dont want us to go away & there is not much of anything 
here to do & nothing for it Please find some one that need this 
kind of a people & send at once for us. We dont want anything 
but our wareing and bed clothes & have not got no money to get 
away from here with & beging to get away before we are killed and 



452 JouENAL or Negeo Histoey 

hope to here from you at once. We cant talk to you over the 
phone here we are afraid to they dont want to hear one say that 
he or she wants to leave here if we do we are apt to be killed. 
They say if we dont go to war they are not going to let us stay 
here with their folks and it is not any thing that we have done to 
them. We are law abiding people want to treat every bordy 
right, these people wants to leave here but we cant we are here 
and have nothing to go with if you will send us some way to get 
away from here we will work till we pay it all if it takes that for 
us to go or get away. Now get busy for the south race. The con- 
ditions are horrible here with us. they wont give us anyhing to do 
& say that we wont need anything but something to eat & wont 
give us anything for what we do & wants us to stay here. Write 
me at once that you will do for us we want & opertunity that all 
we wants is to show you what we can do and will do if we can 
find some place, we wants to leave here for a north drive some- 
where. We see starvation ahead of us here. We want to imigrate 
to the farmers who need our labor. We have not had no chance to 
have anything here thats why we plead to you for help to leave 
here to the North. We are humane but we are not treated such we 
are treated like brute by our whites here we dont have no privilige 
no where in the south. We must take anything they put on us. 
Its hard if its fair. We have not got no cotegous diseases here. 
We are looking to here from you soon. 

Geeenville, Miss., May 29, 1917. 
Dear 8ir: this letter is from one of the defenders greatest 
frends. You wiU find stamp envelope for reply. Will you put me 
in tuch with some good firm so I can get a good job in your city 
or in Cleveland, Ohio or in Philadelphia, Pa. or in Detroyet, 
Michian in any of the above name states I would be glad to live in. 
I want to get my famely out of this cursed south land down here 
a negro man is not good as a white man's dog. I can learn any- 
thing any other man can. Not only I want to get out of the 
south but there are numbers of good hard working men here and do 
not know where they are going and what they are going to. Also 
I could get a good deal of men from here if I could get in tuch with 
some firms that would furnish me the money as passes. Now in 
conlution, I want to know what is the trouble? I cannot get any- 
thing more through the Defender. I have written to the Defender 
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some 3 or 4 times and eather articel was never published. I re- 
cieves a free copy of the Defender every week and the people here 
are all ways after me to write some doings to the Defender and if 
I write anything it is never published. 

Greenville, Miss., 5-20-17. 
Dear Sir: I write you asking you some information as I am a 
reader of your paper I have been buying a paper every Sunday for 
5 months I want to come to your city to live and every thing is so 
hard down here everything is so high and wages is low until we just 
can live I want to know what will it cost from St. Louis to 
Chicago. I can get from Greenville to St. Louis cheap by boat. 
I want to come up there the last of June. I ask you to assist me in 
getting a job I can do most any kind of hard work and have a 
common education. If you will look me up a good job it will be 
highly appreciated and your kindness will never be forgotten. 

Selma, Ala., 4-15-17. 
Dear Sir: If you no of any firm or corporation who need a good 
reliable man please notify me I want get out of the south. I cant 
live on the salary I am getting I am not so bent on coming to 
Chicago. But anywhere up that way where there is an opening 
for labor please attend to this matter at once. I can do any kind 
of common labor please let me hear from you at your earliest con- 
venience. I take the Defender every week I see where southern 
people are being put on jobs when they reach the North please look 
for me a job or hand this to some one that will be inturested in it. 

Moss Point, Miss., April 29, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I read your advt in the Chicago Defender wanting 
laborers for foundry, ware house, and yard work with transporta- 
tion paid. I'll come at once and lots of others here would also 
come if you will transport us there for we are anxs to get of 
southen soil. 

Laurel, Miss., May 10, 1917. 

Dear sir: i rite you i seen in Chicago paper that you aftiese for 
laborer ninety miles from Chicago and i am a experienced molder 
and i do truly hope you will give me a job for i am sick of the 
south and please send me a transportation i have a family and wife 
and three children my oldes child is 8 years old and i wont to bring 
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my famiely with me so please send me a transportation at once for 
i am redy to come at once me and my family i will pay you for your 
trubel with all pleasure if i can get up there please send after us at 
once for i am redy to come at once and i have not got money to 
pay our train fair and if you will send after us i will sure pay you 
your money back so i will close from your truly ansure soon 

LETTERS FROM SOUTH TO FRIENDS NORTH AND FROM 
NORTH TO FRIENDS SOUTH 

Macon, Ga., May 27, 1917. 

Dear Mary: — I just got in from B. Y. P. U. eat a little bite and 

got my writing together. Now May dear you mus pardon me for 

not answering promp I no you will when I tell you the cause 

"We had a souls stiring revival this year I mis you so much "We 

baptised 14 and after the Revival had closed up come George B 

confesing Christ so we baptized the first Sunday in May and the 
third Sunday in May George were baptise May I cant tell you how 

I feel I wrote Ella J A Ella said she cried as far as 

she is from here so she no I cut up but I diden I am jusit as quite 

as I can be Sam H joined to. B os Jones Hattie J boy 

Geo L Mr. B two boys Walice P I dont know the 

others. Dear May I got a card from Mrs. Addie S yesterday 

she is well and say Washington D. C. is a pretty place but wages is 

not good say it better forther on Cliford B an his wife is 

back an give the North a bad name Old lady C is in Cleavon 

an wonte to come home mighty bad so Cliford say. I got a hering 

from Vick C tell me to come on she living better than she ever 

did in her life Charlie J is in Detroit he got there last 

weak Hattie J lef Friday Oh I can call all has left here 

Leala J is speaking of leaving soon There were more people 

left last week then ever 2 hundred left at once the whites an 
colored people had a meeting Thursday an Friday telling the 
people if they stay here they will treat them better an pay better. 
Huney they are hurted but the haven stop yet. The colored people 

say they are too late now George B is on his head to go to 

Detroit Mrs. Anna "W is just like you left her she is urgin 

everybody to go on an she not getting ready May you dont no 
how I mis you I hate to pass your house Everybody is well as 
far as I no "Will J is on the gang for that same thing hapen 
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about the eggs on Houston road. His wife tried to get him to 

leave here but he woulden Isiah j is going to send for Hattie. 

In short Charles S wife quit him last week he aint doin no 

better May it is lonesome her it fills my heart with sadiness to 
write to my friends that gone we dont no weather we will ever see 
one or nother any more or not May if I dont come to Chgo I will 
go to Detroit I dont think we will be so far apart an we will get 
chance to see each other agin I got a heap to tell you but I feal 
so sad in hart my definder diden come yesterday I dont no why 
it company to me to read it May I received the paper you sent 
me an I see there or pleanty of work I can do I will let you no in 
my next lettr what I am going to do but I cant get my mind 

settle to save my life. Love to Mr. A . May now is the time 

to leave here. The weather is getting better I wont to live out 
from town I would not like to live rite in town My health woulden 
be good 75 blocks burned in Atlanta, they had fire department 
from Macon, Augusta, in Savanah — ^well all of the largest cities 
in Georgia to help put out that fire the whites believe the Gurmona 
drop that fire down Now may I hope we will meet again so we can 

talk face to face just lik I once have. I will write to Mrs. V 

soon we hurd Mr. L is there I didn't tell the nabors, I was 

writing to you M. W will write next weak to you 

Now we no that we or to pray for each other by by. 

From 
Maey B 

P. S. I will tell you this Ida gone out to about a farm and 
wants me to take one but I feal like I make more up there than I 
will fooling with a farm May if I stay here I will go crazy I am 
told there is no meeting up there like we have here now May 
tell me about the houses you can write me on a pos card of some 

of the building. May tell me about the place. Lilian D come 

here last night an tore my mind al to peaces I got your paper an 
note so I will keep up corespond with you. 

Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 14, 1917. 

Dear Mrs. T .: I received your card and was glad to hear 

from you pleas exesue me for not writing before now I have 
been sick and have got a tubl headacke write back to me and let 
me know how times is — I know you are getting fat of good boes — 
I wish it was here — T sent love to you and said to get her a 
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boe. You ought to send me a apron or waist one — J said 

body and write to bim and tell bim about tbe browns up there and 

tell R I said body. I see T down to Mrs. S Q 

and to tell Mrs. N I said body — ^how is tbe weigb up there — 

we can get all the beerret we want — ^You think of me in your 
prays and I will think of you in my prays 

By By 

From your 

Friend. 

Atlanta, Ga., July 4, '17. 

Hello Mr. M ; How are you at this time — I arrived here 

safe and all 0. K. and I am well and hope you are tbe same. Mrs. 

M told me that she reecived tbe money you sent to her and 

everybody sends love to you. I found my baby very sick when I 
come home but he is better now and I am going to try to come 
back up there in short time. How are times there now since my 
leaving there. I stopped in Cincinnati Ohio for 4 days then I left 

for G. but I will be with you some days I hope. Ask J W • 

did he get my letter I wrote to him. Plenty work here but no 
money to it $1.50 to $2.00 a day that all I am telling you truly. 

Have you seen anything of W W be is there in Chicago 

If you do tell him to send me his address. I want to here from 
him I learn be is making $23.00 a week he lives on Federal St., 
in the 40 block some where If I were there I would locate him. 

Tell all the boys Hello. Tell them to write to me and tell me 
all the news. 

Good Bye 

YouB Fbiend. 

NASHViiiLE, Tenn., Oct. 25th, 1917. 

Mrs, L t •• my dear friend I receuve your card and was 

truly glad to hear from you — it found me not so well at this time 
present and when these few lines come to you I hope they will find 
you all well and doing well — I want you to write to me and tell 
me what ar you doing and what ar you making and where is your 

son w and how do you think it would soot me up there. All of 

your friends said howdy and they would be glad to see you — ^I 
would love to see you and Mrs. B I miss you so much. 

Say T do you think that I could get a job up there if I 
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would come up there where you are — if so write me word and let 
me no are you keeping house now to your self — if so write to me 
and let me no — ^write soon tu me 

Yours truley. 

Chicago, Ilmnois. 

My dear Sister: I was agreeably surprised to hear from you 
and to hear from home. I am well and thankful to say I am doing 
well. The weather and everything else was a surprise to me when 
I came. I got here in time to attend one of the greatest revivals ia 
the history of my life — over 500 people joined the church. "We 
had a Holy Ghost shower. You know I like to have run wild. It 
was snowing some nights and if you didnt hurry you could not 
get standing room. Please remember me kindly to any who ask 
of me. The people are rushing here by the thousands and I know 
if you come and rent a big house you can get all the roomers you 
want. You write me exactly when you are coming. I am not 
keeping house yet I am living with my brother and his wife. My 
sone is in California but will be home soon. He spends his winter 
in California. I can get a nice place for you to stop until you 
can look around and see what you want. I am quite busy. I work 
in Swifts packing Co. in the sausage department. My daughter 
and I work for the same company — ^We get $1.50 a day and we 
pack so many sausages we dont have much time to play but it is 
a matter of a dollar with me and I feel that God made the path 
and I am walking therein. 

Tell your husband work is plentiful here and he wont have to 

loaf if he want to work. I know unless old man A changed it 

was awful with his sould and G also. 

Well I am always glad to hear from my friends and if I can do 
anything to assist any of them to better their condition, please 

remember me to Mr. C and his family I will write them all as 

soon as I can. Well I guess I have said about enough. I will be 
delighted to look into your face once more in life. Pray for me 
for I am heaven bound. I have made too many rounds to slip now. 
I know you will pray for prayer is the life of any sensible man or 
woman. Well goodbye from your sister in Christ 

P. S. My brother moved the week after I came. When you 
fully decide to come write me and let me know what day you expect 
to leave and over what road and if I dont meet you I will have some 
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one ther to meet you and look after you. I will send you a paper 
as soon as one come along they send out extras two and three times 
a day. 

Chicago, III. 
Bear Partner: You received a few days ago and I was indeed 
glad to hear from you and know that you was well. How is the old 

burg and all of the boys. Say partner is it true that T M 

was shot by a Negro Mon. It is all over the city among the people 
of H'burg if so let know at once so I tell the boys it true. Well 
so much for that. I wish you could have been here to have been 
here to those games. I saw them and beleve me they was worth the 
money I pay to see them. T. S. and I went out to see Sunday game 
witch was 7 to 2 White Sox and I saw Satday game 2 to 1 White 

Sox. Please tell J write that he will never see nothing as long 

as he stay down there behind the sun there some thing to see up 

here all the time, (tell old E B to go to ( H ) Tell 

B he dont hafter answer my cards. How is friend Wilson 

Wrote him a letter in August. Tell him that all right I will see 
him in the funny paper. Well Partner I guess you hear a meny 
funey thing about Chicago. Half you hear is not true. I know 

B C hav tole a meny lie Whenever you here see them 

Pardie teU them to write to this a dress Say Pardie old H is 

moping up in his Barber shop. Guess I will come to you Boy 
Xmas. I must go to bed. Just in from a hard days work. 

Your life long friend. 

Dixon, III., Sept.-25-17. 
Dear Sir: Time affords of writting you people now as we have 
raised to wages to three dollars a day for ten hours — eleven hrs. 
a day $3.19 We work two wks day and two wks night — for night 
work $3.90 This is steady work a year round We have been 
running ten years without stopping only for ten days repair. I 
wish you would write me at once. 

Chicago, Illinois, 11/13/17. 
Me. H 

Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Dear M .• Yours received sometime ago and found all well 

and doing well, hope you and family are well. 

I got my things alright the other day and they were in good 
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condition. I am all fixed now and living well. I certainly ap- 
preciate what you done for us and I will remember you in the 
near future. 

M , old boy, I was promoted on tlie first of the month I was 

made first assistant to the head carpenter when he is out of the 
place I take everything in charge and was raised to $95. a month. 
You know I know my stuff. 

Whats the news generally around H'burg? I should have been 
here 20 years ago. I just begin to feel like a man. It's a great 
deal of pleasure in knowing that you have got some privilege My 
children are going to the same school with the whites and I dont 
have to umble to no one. I have registered — Will vote the next 
election and there isnt any 'yes sir' and 'no sir' — its all yes and 
no and Sam and Bill. 

Florine says hello and would like very much to see you. 

All joins me in sending love to you and family. How is times 
there now? Answer soon, from your friend and bro. 

Pittsburg, Pa., May 11, 1917. 

My dear Pastor and wife : It affords me great pleasure to write 
you this leave me well & 0. K. I hope you & sis Hayes are well & 
no you think I have forgotten you all but I never will how is ever 
body & how is the church getting along well I am in this great 
city & you no it cool here right now the trees are just peeping out. 
fruit trees are now in full bloom but its cool yet we set by big 
fire over night. I like the money 0. K. but I like the South 
betterm for my Pleasure this city is too fast for me they give you 
big money for what you do but they charge you big things for 
what you get and the people are coming by cal Loads every day 
its just pack out the people are Begging for some whears to sta If 
you have a family of children & come here you can buy a house 
easier than you cant rent one if you rent one you have to sign up 
for 6 months or 12 month so you see if you dont like it you have 
to stay you no they pass that law becaus the People move about so 
much I am at a real nice place and stay right in the house of a 

Rve. and family his wife is a state worker I mean a missionary 

she is some class own a plenty rel estate & personal Property they 
has a 4 story home on the mountain, Piano in the parlor, organ in 
the sewing room, 1 daughter and 2 sons but you no I have to pay 
$2.00 per week just to sleep and pay it in advance & get meals 
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whear I work so I think I shall get me a place whear I work next 
week the lady said she would rather we stay in the house with 
them & give me a room up stairs than to pay so much for sleeping 
80 she pays me eight Dols per week to feed now she says she will 
room me so if I dont take that offer I cant save very much I 
go to church some time plenty churches in this plase all kinds they 
have some real colored churches I have been on the AUegany Mts 
twice seem like I was on Baal Tower. Lisen Hayes I am here & 
I am going to stay ontell fall if I dont get sick its largest city I 
ever saw 45 miles long & equal in breath & a smoky city so many 
mines of all kind some places look like torment or how they say it 
look & some places look like Paradise in this great city my sister 
in law goes too far I stop here I will visit her this summer if I get 
a pass I cant spend no more money going further from Home I am 
26 miles from my son Be sweet Excuse me for writeing on both 
sides I have so much to say I want to save ever line with a word 
and that aint the half but I have told you real facts what I have 
said I keps well so far & I am praying to contenure & I hope you 
& your dear sweet wife will pray for me & all of my sisters & 
Bros & give Mrs. C. my love & sis Jennie & all the rest & except a 
barrel ful for you and Hayes Pleas send me a letter of recom- 
mendation tell Dr., to sign & Mr. Oliver. I remain your friend. 

Cleveland, Ohio, Aug. 28, 1917. 
hollow Dr. my old friend how are you to day i am well and is 
doing fine plenty to eat and drink and is making good money in 
fact 1 am not in the best of health i have not had good health sence 
i ben here, i thought once i would hefter be operrated on But 
i dont no. i were indeed glad to recieve that paper from Union 
Springs, i saw in this a peas swhare I wrote to ellesfore a 2 horse 
farm, i have seval nochants of coming back, yet i am doing well 
no trouble what ever except i can not raise my children here like 
they should be this is one of the worst places in principle you ever 
look on in your life but it is a fine place to make money all 
nattions is here, and let me tell you this place is crowded with the 
lowest negroes you ever meet, when i first come here i cold hardly 
ever see a Negro but no this is as meny here is they is thir all kinds 
of lofiEers. gamblers pockit pickers you are not safe here to walk on 
the streets at night you are libble to get kill at eny time thir have 
ben men Mil her jest because he want allow stragglers in his 
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family, yet i have not had no trouble no way. and we are making 
good money here, i have made as hight at 7.50 per day and my 
wife $4 Sundays my sun 7.50 and my 2 oldes girls 1.25 but my 
regler wegers is 3.60 fore 8 hours work, me and my family makes 
one hundred three darlers and 60 cents every ten days, it don cost 
no more to live here than it do thir, except house rent i pay 12 a 
month fore rent sence i have rote you everything look closely and 
tell me what you think is best, i am able to farm without asking 
any man fore enything on a credit i can not injoy this place let 
me tell you this is a large place Say Jef thomton, and William 
Penn taken dinner with us last Sunday and we taken a car ride 
over the city in the evening we taken the town in and all so the 
great Jake era. they left Sunday night for Akron. Allso Juf 
griear spent the day with me few days ago give my love to all the 
Surounding friends 

By By 

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 7, 1917. 

Dear Sir: I take this method of thanking you for yours early 
responding and the glorious effect of the treatment. Oh. I do feel 
so fine. Dr. the treatment reach me almost ready to move I am 
now housekeeping again I like it so much better than rooming. 
Well Dr. with the aid of God I am making very good I make $75 
per month. I am carrying enough insurance to pay me $20 per 
week if I am not able to be on duty. I don't have to work hard, 
dont have to mister every little white boy comes along I havent 
heard a white man call a colored a nigger you no now — since I been 
in the state of Pa. I can ride in the electric street and steam cars 
any where I get a seat. I dont care to mix with white what I mean 
I am not crazy about being with white folks, but if I have to pay 
the same fare I have learn to want the same acomidation. and if 
you are first in a place here shoping you dont have to wait until 
the white folks get thro tradeing yet amid all this I shall ever love 
the good old South and I am praying that God may give every well 
wisher a chance to be a man regardless of his color, and if my going 
to the front would bring about such conditions I am ready any 
day — well Dr. I dont want to worry you but read between lines; 
and maybe you can see a little sense in my weak statement the 
kids are in school every day I have only two and I guess that all. 
Dr. when you find time I would be delighted to have a word from 
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the good old home state. Wife join me in sending love you and 
yours. 

I am your friend and patient. 

Dayton, Ohio, 7/22/17. 

My dear pastor and wife: I reed your letter was Glad to hear 
from you I am do find hope the same for you I am send you some 
money for my back salary I will send you some more the 5 of Sept 
next month Give love to all of the member of church I will be 
home on a visit in Oct are early so pray for me write to me I would 
have wrote to you but I didnot no just what to say all of the people 
leaves Go to place up East that I did not no weather are not you 
care to hear from me are not so I am glad you think of me. Mr. 

write me was going to take out life insurance with him but 

he would not send me the paper so I just let it Go as I guess he did 
not class me with himself I am mak $70 month at this hotel and 
then not work hard. 

Paris, III., 11/7/17. 

Eev. , 

Union Springs, Ala. 

My dear old friend: Yours of a few days ago has been received 
and in reply I can only say that I was only too glad to hear from 
you and to know that you are having such great success in your 
farming as well as church work since I dont farm I know that my 
Kmza joys will be made from a box fresh from your farm. 

We are still well and happy glad to say and doing about as well 
as can be expected. We have had some heavy snows this fall, but 
the last four days have been like summer. 

How is the conscription, high cost of living and now high cost 
of postage serving you ? It is giving me more trouble than I want. 
One hundred of my men are gone to Texas and we feel that if Uncle 
Sam doesn't come down they will have to go to France and from 
the battle fields to the grave yards as the Germans are still on the 
job and playing havoc. 

I am to preach the Thanksgiving Sermon for the Union Services 
this year. At this service all of the churches of the city come to- 
gether, both white and colored. I also reed, a notice of being 
elected to preach the Annual Sermon for the Dist. Grand Lodge K 
of P. in May of next year. Son pray for me for these are no small 
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gatherings, no little honors. How would you like for me to play off 
and get you to fill my place ? speak out, son. 

The madam joins me in asking to be remembered to dear sister 
Hayes and extending you all an invitation to come to see you soon. 

HoiiDEN, W. Va. 
Dr. , 

Union Springs, Ala. 

How are you Dr. I am OK and family I make $80 to $90 per 
mo. with ease and wish you all much success Hello to all the peo- 
ple of my old home Town. I am saving my money and spending 
some of it. Have Joined the K. P. Lodge up here in the mountain. 
Sen me 5 galls of country syrup will pay you your price. 

Yours in F. C. & B. 

Chicago, Ind., July 15, 1917. 
Db. , 

Union Springs, Ala. 

My dear Pastor: I find it my Duty to write you my whereabouts 
also family, I am glad to say Family and myself are enjoying fine 
health, wish the same of you and your dear wife. Well I can say 
the people in my section are very much torn up about East St. 
Louis. Eepresentive col men of Chicago was in conference with 
Governor he promise them that he would begin investigation at 
once tell Sister Hayes my wife Says She will write her in a few 
days. Dear Pastor I shall send my church some money in a few 
days. I am trying to influence our members here to do the same. 
I reed, notice printed in a R. B. car (Get straight with God) I 
had nothing so striking to me as the above mottoe. Let me know 
how is our church I am to anxious to no. My wife always talking 
about her seat in the church want to know who accupying it. 

Yours in Christ. 

Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 17, 1917. 
Bear Pastor: I have join the church up here and I authorize 
the church to write for my letter of dismission but they say they 

have not heard enything from the church at all. Sister 

wrote to you she ask for my letter so I can join here in full and if 
the church hold me for enything on why say to them I will know 
what to do. I have never herd eny thing from my credental from 
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old man Bonnett. I sent him a letter and also credencil for him to 
sign and sent stamps for him send them and he fail to let me here 
fum him at all, so I thought you would here fum him befour know 
& got him to tend to it for me so dear pastor let me here from you 
and be shure to send me my letter of dismission By Return mail 
my famil send they regaurd to you and wife they planning to 
send some on they salary love to who may ask about me. 

East Chicago, Ind., June 10, 1917. 
Db. , 

Union Springs, Ala. 

Dear Old Friend: These moments I thought I would write you 
a few true facts of the present condition of the north. Certainly 
I am trying to take a close observation — now it is tru the (col) 
men are making good. Never pay less than $3.00 per day or (10) 
hours — this is not promise. I do not see how they pay such wages 
the way they work labors, they do not hurry or drive you. Re- 
member this is the very lowest wages. Piece work men can make 
from $6 to $8 per day. They receive their pay every two weeks, 
this city I am living in, the population 30,000 (20) miles from Big 
Chicago, 111. Doctor I am some what impress. My family also. 
They are doing nicely. I have no right to complain what ever. I 
rec. the papers you mail me some few days ago and you no I en- 
joyed them reading about the news down in Dixie. I often think 
of so much of the conversation we engage in concerning this part 
of the worl. I wish many time that you could see our People up 
here as they are entirely in a different light. I witness Decoration 
Day on May 30th, the line of march was 4 miles. (8) brass band. 
All business houses was close. I tell you the people here are pa- 
triotic. I enclose you the cut of the white press, the chief of 
police drop dead Friday. Burried him today. The procession 
about (3) miles long. Over (400) auto in the parade — ^five dpt — 
police Force, Mayor and alderman and secret societies; we are 
having some cold weather — we are still wearing over coats — Let 
me know what is my little city doing. People are coming here 
every day and are finding employment. Nothing here but money 
and it is not hard to get. Remember me to your dear Family. Oh, I 
have children in school every day with the white children. I will 
write you more next time, how is the lodge. 

Yours friend, 
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Akron, Ohio, May 21, 1917. 
Dear Friend: I am well and hop you are well. I am getting 
along fine I have not been sick since I left home I have not lost but 
2Jt day I work like a man. I am making good. I never liked a 
place like I do here except home. Their is no place like home How 
is the church getting along. You cant hardly get a house to live in 
I am wide awake on my financial plans. I have rent me a place for 
boarders I have 15 slepra I began one week ago and be shure to send 
me my letter of dismission By Beturn mail. I am going into some 
kind of business here by the first of Sept. Are you farming. 
Rasion is mighty high up here, the people are coming from the 
south every week the colored people are making good they are the 
best workers. I have made a great many white friends. The Bap- 
tist Church is over crowded with Baptist from Ala & Ga. 10 and 
12 join every Sunday. He is planning to build a fine brick church. 
He takes up 50 and 60 dollars each sunday he is a wel to do preacher. 
I am going to send you a cheek for my salary in a few weeks. It 
cose me $100 to buy furniture. "Write me. 



